Executive Summary
In the context of a policy environment that is ever-evolving, the need for alignment around solutions is crucial to achieve significant systems change.
Philanthropies, and health grantmakers in particular, can play an important role in mobilizing grantees and partners to leverage their collective strengths and forward social movements. Acting as network strategist, weaver, and manager, funders not only position themselves and their partners as large scale change agents, but can set themselves apart from others as they put into practice non-traditional approaches to changing the world.
The DentaQuest Foundation has employed the theories of network strategy to align and strengthen national efforts around oral health. While this approach has yielded significant achievements towards improving oral health equity in the United States, it has also produced several important learnings that others can find value in. This document presents highlights from a recent Foundation Review article describing this work. The full article can be found at www.scholarworks.gvsu.edu/tfr/vol9/iss2/5.
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Highlights of this approach
While a number of state and regional funders invest in oral health, the DentaQuest Foundation is one of a few national funders focused solely on this issue. As such, the DentaQuest 
